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 Mission Statement 
10.5 

The purpose of                                                                            
The Polish Tatra Sheepdog Club of America (PTSCA)               
is to protect and maintain the natural instincts and             

working abilities of the purebred Owczarek Podhalanski.  
(Also referred to as Polish Tatra Sheepdog) 

  
  

The PTSCA recognizes the Polish Tatra Sheepdog,                
first and foremost, as a working dog, and adheres to a         
strict code of ethics to preserve these traits. The quality       
and reputation of the breed rests  squarely in the hands        
of the breeders, who work to bring the natural qualities        

of the Polish Sheepdog to perfection in accordance            
with the breed standard. 

 
 

The board of the PTSCA is comprised of LGD owners,        
breeders, show enthusiasts and pet owners.   

Our board exists to fulfill the PTSCA by-laws and                          
the wishes of its membership. 
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Letter From The President 

Hello to Everyone,  
 
Welcome back to another year in the PTSCA ð òThe Clubó.  I am David Wishowsky, your 
new President for the next two years.  I hope I serve both you and our great breed well 
during my term.  Although I have been a member of the Club for many years, this will be 
my first time as an Officer.  The newly installed Officers and Board of Directors will do 
our best to serve our Club and our wonderful breed ð the Polish Tatra Sheepdog.  

To me, the Tatra is not just a rare dog or a beautiful dog.  The Tatra is a óspecial dogó, 
one that has taken a place in my heart like no other.  Iõm sure you feel the same way.           
As current or past Tatra owners and lovers of this rare and magnificent breed, I hope you 
realize that you are also an important person in maintaining the existence of our breed.  
We are all ambassadors for the Tatra and we need to do our best to serve the breed.   

Please maintain your membership and if you know of any former Club members or Tatra 
owners that are not members, give them a call and invite them to join.  We need to keep 
our Club strong ð for the sake of this rare breed.  The Tatraõs recovery from the brink of 
extinction after the Second World War is amazing.  It is a testament to the resilience of 
dogs and the owners.   

After a few years of not owning a Tatra, last year I was ready again to be a Tatra owner.  
It took me a few years to recover from the loss of my first two Tatras.  And although        
I was Tatra -less for a few years, I never let my Club membership expire.  Last year I 
became the owner of a wonderful nine month old male - Chaz.  Unfortunately, he decided 
he did not want to get along with my other dogs.  I tried, but eventually I had to return 
him to the breeder - I was devastated, yet also rejuvenated.  Despite this setback,                    
I attended the 2010 Polish Fest in Milwaukee for the first time.  It was a great experience 
and one I highly recommend.   

So again, Witam! (welcome!).  Unfortunately, I cannot speak Polish, but I have picked up          
a few words over the years.  Lastly, The Guardian is an important document ð it is our 
link as Club members to communicate, maintain the breed and keep the Tatra spirit alive.    

Do you have something interesting to share about you dog or the Tatra 
breed?  Then, write it up and send it to our Editor, Jo -Anne Dominik,         
at PTSCAtheGuardian@gmail.com.  And if you have any comments or 
suggestions, I can be contacted at tatradog@aol.com.  Or feel free to 
contact any Officer or Board Member.  Letõs stick together and do our 
best for the dogs.  Itõs all about the dog ð the Tatra dog.                                
Thank you.  

 

David Wishowsky                                                                                               
President           
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ORTHOPEDIC FOUNDATION                             

OF ANIMALS  

(OFA) 
 

Recent Results 
Submitted By:  Diana Rymarz 

 

 

POLISH TATRA SHEEPDOG 

~ Statistics As of November 2010  ~  

There were no results during this Quarter  
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 
 

 

Hip grades of excellent, good and fair are within normal limits and are given OFA numbers.   

Radiographs of borderline, mild, moderate and severely dysplastic hip grades are reviewed by the OFA radiologist  

and a radiographic report is generated documenting the abnormal radiographic findings.   

Unless the owner has chosen the open database, dysplastic hip grades are not in the public domain. 
 
 

For more information please visit:    http://www.offa.org/ 

Registry  Rank  Evaluations  Percent        

Abnormal  

Percent               

Normal  

ELBOW N/A  46  4.3  95.7  

HIPS  N/A  73  35.6  61.6  

THYROID  N/A  1 0.0  0.0  

Example: PTS-63E24F-PI 

PTS (Breed Code) Polish Tatra Sheepdog 

63 Numerical Order of Polish Sheep Dog rated Normal 

E E= The phenotypic OFA evaluation, in this case F = Excellent, other normal 

phenotypes include G (Good) and F (Fair). 

24 Age in Months when evaluated 

F Sex 

PI Permanent Identification (Tattoo, DNA or Microchip) 

~ INTERPRETING HIP OFA NUMBERS ~ 
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Memories of Koza  
&  

Polish Fest  
  

W hile looking over the recent article in The Guardian, about the Polish Tatra 

Sheepdogs at Polish Fest in Milwaukee, it reminded me of my early perform-

ances there with my first Polish sheepdog , ºKoza» This was back in the early 

ƕƝƝƔɀÚɯÞÏÌÕɯKoza and I were invited to the festival to be a part of the Folklore 

exhibits. 

  

Back then they really had no provisions for dogs, so Koza was just tethered to 

my wide Mountaineers belt as we wandered the grounds together while I 

played the Polish Bagpipes. Even though the festival was not set up for dogs, 

many of the food vendors would bring Koza a tasty Polish treat and always 

made sure she was well watered. 

  

Koza was a friendly dog and used to working with people of all ages. She made 

a big hit with not only dog lovers but also people interested in Polish culture. 

During our set she would sit calmly on stage and wait for her big moment when 

(ɯÛÈÓÒÌËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ./ɀÚɯÈÕËɯÞÖÜÓËɯÓÐÍÛɯÏÌÙɯÏÌÈËɯ×ÙÖÜËÓàɯÈÚɯÚÏÌɯÞÈÓÒÌËɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯ

ÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÎÌɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÞÌɯËÐËɯÛÏÌɯɁ1ÖÉÉÌÙɀÚɯ#ÈÕÊÌɂȭɯ3ÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɯÞÌɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌËɯÛÏÌÙÌȮɯ

ÛÏÌàɯÏÈËɯÈÙÙÈÕÎÌËɯÈɯ35ɯÐÕÛÌÙÝÐÌÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÐÎÏÓÐÎÏÛÌËɯɁ*ÖáÈɂɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌàɯÈÓÚÖɯ×ÙÖɪ

vided a golf cart for us, as we went from stage to stage. They treated her like a 

Ɂ2ÛÈÙɂɯÈÕËɯÚÏÌɯÓÖÝÌËɯÐÛȵ 

  

Oh that was many moons ago and old Koza has been gone for a long while, but 

it is nice to think back on those fun times we shared. It is also wonderful to see 

how Polish sheepdogs are still welcomed at Polish Fest and how perhaps in 

some small way Koza might have helped to pioneer that trail.  

  

  

Best Wishes, 

 

Story Teller & Polish Piper  

Rik Palieri  

www.banjo.net  
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W  

More photos of Rik & Koza on page 16. 
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